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Jaguar Review #3 
Physical Sciences Benchmark C: Describe renewable and nonrenewable sources of energy (e.g. solar, wind, fossil 
fuels, biomass, hydroelectricity, geothermal and nuclear energy) and the management of these sources. 

1. Why are energy sources such as coal and oil considered to be nonrenewable even 
though they are actually still being made indirectly from the sun’s energy?  

 

 

 
 A. The sun’s energy will not last forever.  

 B. It takes millions of years to make them. 

 C. The coal and oil are not usable.  

 D. They cause too much pollution.  
 

2. Which of the following energy resources is considered to be renewable and 
available indefinitely?  

 

 
 A. wind  

 B. coal  

 C. oil 

 D. natural gas 
 

3. Which of the following resources can be used to produce electrical energy?  
 

 
 A. The sun  

 B. The wind  

 C. coal  

 D. All of the above 
 

4. Which of the following is a nonrenewable resource? 
 

 
 A. wind 

 B. coal 

 C. plants 

 D. water 
 

5. Why is moving water in a river considered a renewable resource? 
 

 
 A. It carries dissolved oxygen. 

 B. It easily erodes sediments. 

 C. It is made of natural gas. 

 D. It can be recycled by nature over time. 
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6.   Energy is essential to most of the activities of our daily lives, from powering the cars 
we drive to cooking the food we eat to heating the water we use in the shower.   
There are also many sources from which we can get this energy, and the best source 
of energy is something that both scientists and politicians spend a great deal of time 
discussing.  Different sources of energy have to be treated and managed differently. 
Which of the following sources of energy has to be managed the most carefully 
because it is a limited resource? 

 

 
 A. solar power  

 B. fossil fuels  

 C. wind power  

 D. hydroelectric power 
 

7. Which is a major advantage of using energy sources such as sunlight, wind and 
running water instead of fossil fuels, such as coal and natural gas? 

 

 
 A. Sunlight, wind and running water are much more efficient than fossil fuels. 

 B. Sunlight, wind and running water are renewable and available indefinitely. 

 C. Sunlight, wind and running water are much less expensive to use than fossil fuels. 

 D. Sunlight, wind and running water can be used at any geographical location.  
 

8.  The diagram below shows a home with a solar heating system. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is the original source of energy for this heating system? 

 

 
 A. Heated water 

 B. Heated air  

 C. Sunlight  

 D. Water pump 
 

9. Why are fossil fuels called nonrenewable resources?  
 

 
 A. They make waste products.  

 B. They are buried far underground.  

 C. They take a very long time to produce.  

 D. They are more expensive than nuclear fuels. 
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10.  A group of scientists wishes to examine ways of producing energy that cannot be 

exhausted. Which energy source should these scientists investigate?  
 

 
 A. oil  

 B. coal  

 C. Natural gas  

 D. Geothermal 
 

11. How are solar energy and wind energy similar?  
 

 
 

 A. Both are able to produce electricity.  

 B. Both are nonrenewable sources of energy. 

 C. Both rely on the power generated by the sun. 

 D. Both produce high amounts of carbon dioxide. 
 

12. Which practice depletes a nonrenewable source of energy?  
 

 
 A. Harvesting trees in a rainforest  

 B. Burning coal to generate electricity in a power plant  

 C. Using steam from below Earth’s surface to turn a turbine  

 D. Building a dam to use falling water to generate electricity 
 

13. Fossil fuels take millions of years to form.  Once they are gone, they can no longer be 
a source of energy.  Fossil fuels are a/an ____________________ resource. 

 

 
 A. Renewable  

 B. Unnatural  

 C. Inexhaustible  

 D. Nonrenewable 
 

14. Which of the following is true about nonrenewable resources?  
 

 
 A. Nonrenewable resources are resources that have run out.  

 B. Food is a nonrenewable resource.  

 C. Wind energy is a nonrenewable resource.  

 D. Nonrenewable resources cannot be replaced as fast as they are used. 
  

  

  
 

15. Which of the choices listed is a source of electricity production? 
 

 
 A. Coal  

 B. wind  

 C. The Sun 

 D. All of these 
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16.  Renewable energy sources…  
 

 
 A. Protect the ozone layer  

 B. Do not pollute the environment  

 C. Are constantly replenished by nature  

 D. Are easily available in any environment 
 

17. Which of the following statements is true?  
 

 
  

  

  

  

 A. Solar power is used to create only electricity for heating homes. 

 B. Solar power, wind power and burning coal are all sources of electricity. 

 C. Burning coal is the only source of electricity used today.  

 D. Solar power and wind power have nothing to do with electricity.  
 

18. Fossil fuels are some of our most important sources of _____________________. 
 

 
 A. air  

 B. water  

 C. plants  

 D. energy 
 

19. Many of Earth’s nonrenewable resources are very rare.  Other nonrenewable 
resources, such as coal, are abundant but not easily replaced.   
 
What would happen if we used up all the coal on Earth?  

 

 
 A. There would be no more coal left to use.  

 B. We would make more coal at a factory.  

 C. It is impossible to use all the coal in the world.  

 D. More coal could quickly be formed underneath the Earth’s surface. 
 

20. Which of the following resources is renewable? 
 

 
 A. Fossil fuels 

 B. Wood  

 C. Copper  

 D. Diamonds 
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