
      Our 3rd, 4th, and 5th grad-
ers will tackle  the OAA (Ohio 
Achievement Assessments, 
formerly the OAT) in a few 
short weeks.   All three grades 
will take Reading and Math. 
5th grade will also take Sci-
ence.   
   Please make note of the 
dates below and try to sched-
ule any appointments at times 
other than our testing days.  If 
you know ahead of time that 
you will have an unavoidable 

absence please call to let us 
know so we can arrange a 
makeup test.  Results will be 
mailed out this summer.         
     When you get the results 
we encourage you to sit down 
with your student to take a 
look at their progress.  If there 
are any questions feel free to 
e-mail Ms. Jarrell during the 
summer.    

 

Time to “Show what you Know!” 
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Volume 4, Issue 7 

APRIL 2012 

2012 OAA TESTING 

April 24th ~ 3rd, 4th, 5th  Reading 

April 26th ~  3rd, 4th, 5th  Math 

April  27th ~ 5th grade Science 

TESTING     FAQ’s 

1. If my child is sick on test day...should I send him?   
If your student is sick on a day of testing, please keep him or her home. 
We have days available for make-ups built into the schedule. Plus, we 
would much rather your child feeling well so they can do their best. 

2. Will my child fail the grade level if they do not pass the test?  
No, they will not.  We use this information to measure the growth of our 
students each year.  If they do poorly on the test it provides us with addi-
tional information regarding what kind of support they need academi-
cally.   

3.  How can I help my child do their best? 
Encourage them to do their best, make sure they get a good 
nights sleep and eat breakfast  before school.  This is a great 
opportunity to “Show What they Know.”   
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   International Night Best Ever! 
 



International Night Best Ever! 



1st and 2nd Graders Perform to Packed House! 

                                                 
Emerson’s very own Primary Players performed to a packed house on March 23rd. 
Under the direction of parent volunteers, Lesley Walden and Ericka Cohen, the stu-
dents impressed the crowd!  Congratulations to all! 



PTA CORNER 
Attention Kroger Shoppers!  It is time to re-enroll in the Kroger Community 
Rewards program.  Emerson PTA has earned about $500 for just shopping at 
Kroger this year.  Please take a moment and re-enroll your Kroger card for 

next year at www.krogercommunityrewards.com. 

   

Save the date: Friday, April 27th from 8:30am-9:00am for  

Muffins for Moms.     

 

Spring Book Fair 
A big thank you goes out to Zita Bordron and Allison de Nijs for 
putting together a great book fair.  The book fair will run from 
April 9-13. Family reading night is April 12th. Our special guest 
that evening is State Representative Anne Gonzales!  

 

PTA ELECTIONS  Our next meeting will include elections for 
PTA officers for next year. It will be held on April 18th at 7:00. Join 
us! 

 

 

GEM RECOGNITION   
The Emerson PTA is proud to announce the Great Educator 

Mentor for Emerson 2012… MARY TAYLOR  We will hold a recognition recep-
tion for Mary and all of our GEM nominees at 6:00 on April 18th before the 
regular PTA meeting. Join us in honoring our GEMS! 

*************************************************************** 
EMERSON TEACHERS WOULD LIKE TO CORDIALLY INVITE ALL OF 

OUR EMERSON VOLUNTEERS TO A VOLUNTEER BREAKFAST ON 

APRIL 20th at Emerson. More details coming home in Friday Folders. Please join 
us as a small thank you for all that you do to make Emerson GREAT!  



Mr. Kissling’s Counseling Corner 
 

The Westerville character education  “Word of the Month” for April is Trustworthy.  A trust-
worthy person is someone you can count on to do what is right. Being trustworthy means trust-
ing yourself to make good decisions, even when others are not watching. By giving young 
children sensible and reasonable choices we can help them to learn good decision making 
skills. Modeling good decision making skills is important. Discuss with your child the impor-
tant positive choices you have made. Share an experience you had as a child and the outcome. 
Being careful with promises and always keeping them is the foundation of being trustworthy. 

 

A Trustworthy person: 
Is honest with others. 

Does not tattle on others, but “reports” situations that might be harmful. 

Tells the truth regardless of consequences. 

Voices their opinion in a kind, thoughtful way. 

Keeps their promises. 

Shows and shares their feelings in a positive way.  

Promote Advanced Inquisitive Thinking 
Much like open-ended questions promote conversation (“Tell me about your day.” as opposed to a 
question that can be answered “yes”, “no”, or “fine” such as “How was your day at school?”), ques-
tions that begin with “How and Why” promote inquisitive thinking and learning.  Four-year-olds hear 
many questions that begin with who, what , when and where. For example, “What color is that?” or 
“Where is the car?” These questions have value but they are easily answered with just a few words. 
To expand your child’s mind (and your own), don’t forget to ask questions that begin with why and 
how.  

 
To answer why and how questions, your child will have to do more than just respond with an answer 
she or he has heard before. They will have to think. For example you could ask your child, “Why is 
the boy in that picture crying?” “He’s hurt,” your child might say. Then, you can go on, “How did he 
get hurt?” Why and how questions prompt a child to use and understand information. They also en-
courage making logical inferences and expansion on themes. These skills are very useful in today’s 
newly formatted versions of the Terra Nova, SAT, and other forms of standardized testing. 

 
Why and how questions are about getting your child to brainstorm, not about getting your child to re-
spond with the right answer. At first, especially with young children, some of the answers you hear 
may be pretend or may not make much sense. Continue to ask thought provoking questions. As your 
children get older, their answers will become progressively more sophisticated. For more on this sub-
ject, see Encouraging Potential in Young Children by Don Weinhouse. 



 
March was an exciting month in the ART ROOM! 
 

1st graders learned all about primary and secondary 
colors. This month, to augment all of the exciting 
things that the students are learning about Mexico with 
Mrs. Dapoz and Mrs. Taylor, 1st graders are learning 
about Oaxacan Wood Carvings in art class, and they are 
creating Oaxacan-inspired patterns to decorate their 
own turtles! 
 
2nd graders have been learning about warm and cool 
colors, and as an interdisciplinary connection, they are creating outer-space scenes complete 
with all nine planets, stars, comets and asteroids using warm and cool colors. Their art work 
is out of this world! 
 
3rd graders learned all about Japanese lacquer boxes and how these boxes were decorated 
with symbols that are important to Japanese culture. Your 3rd graders have been working on 
their own lacquer boxes, and they will be adding symbols to the boxes that are important to 
them and to our culture. We are using a cut paper method on the boxes, and students have 
been working to prepare the painted paper and the boxes. I am so excited to see how their 
boxes develop! 
 
4th graders learned the history and purpose of gargoyles. Gargoyles were meant to protect the 
building that they were attached to. Your students are using clay to create their own gargoyles 
to protect your home! 
 
5th graders are doing an art exchange with students at the School for the Blind. Students at 
Emerson and at the School for the Blind are creating 
tactile copies of important works of art for each other. 
Our students learned that only a handful of museums 
and galleries make art accessible to people who are 
blind. Since art is such a significant part of our culture, 
it is important that all people experience it. Your 5th 
graders are doing an exceptional job of creating works 
of art that students at the school for the blind can read 
with touch! 
 
As always, feel free to visit the art room any time! 



 
5th GRADE ARTISTS IN ACTION! 



 
CHILDREN AND PHYSICAL ACTIVITY 

Childhood obesity is one of our nation’s leading health threats. Today nearly 
1 in 3 children and teens in the U.S. are overweight or obese. The obesity 
epidemic is clearly taking its toll, as more and more kids are developing 
conditions and diseases typically associated with adults. According to the 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 1 in 3 individuals born in 
the year 2000 will develop type 2 diabetes. In vulnerable populations, that 
number increases to 1 in 2 individuals. If obesity among kids continues to 
increase, many believe this current generation of young people will become 
the first in American history to live shorter lives than their parents.                         
From www.healthiergeneration.org                
The American Heart Association has a new website for kids empowering 
them to lead healthier lives.  Go to www.empowerme2be.org  
Team sports are a great way for kids to get their daily activity requirement, 
but competitive sports aren’t for everyone. Here are some ways to encour-
age your “non-athlete” to get up and get moving. 
• Some kids are embarrassed to participate in sports because they don’t 
think they’re good enough. If this is the problem, find time to practice to-
gether. This may help build confidence. 
• Some kids just don’t like competing in sports. That’s OK; there are lots of 
other ways to be active. Examples are swimming, horseback riding, danc-
ing, cycling, skateboarding, yoga, walking, etc. Find out your child’s inter-
ests. 
• Don’t make exercise a punishment. Forcing your child to go out and play 
may increase resentment and resistance. Try using physical activity to 
counter something your child doesn’t want to do. For instance, make it the 
routine that your child can ride a bike for 30 minutes before starting home-
work after school. Your child will beg for 20 more minutes outside just to 
put off the homework 
• Do an activity with your child – make it a family routine – or let the child 
invite a friend to join in. 
                                                     From www.americanheart.org  

 

INVENTION CONVENTION   
Judging  On  April 20th 

  

Thanks Mr. and Mrs. Morr  

for running the program! 

Achievement  
Record Dates 

• April 20th 
• May 24th 



3-4-5 Drama Club Performed April 4th  
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  5th Grade Orchestra Concert 
             April 17th  

Central H.S. Gym at 7:30 P.M         

        Rehearsal  
 Students please report  

            between                        

         6:15-6:45pm  
       

Parents needed for  
5th grade Sleepover! 

      The date is set for Friday, MAY 18th at 
7:00 p.m. until 8:00 a.m. on the 19th.  
Breakfast will be served.  In order for this to 
work, we will need parent volunteers of  
both genders! I need at 
least 6 Dads and 6 Moms 
willing to spend the night 
with us at Emerson.  Lots 
of fun activities planned!  
Feel free to e-mail at 
jarrellv@wcsoh.org.    
                  

Are you brave enough? :) 

Congratulations  

to Mrs.  Mary Taylor  
1st Grade Teacher 

Emerson’s Gem Award Winner for 2012 

Donuts for Dads Were Delicious! 
Emerson was overflowing with Dads and Dough-
nuts on March 16th. Thanks so much to all the 

Moms who came out to volunteer 
 for this special event!   

EARLY  
RELEASE  

      April 19th 



Planning for Next Year!   

   One of the most important decisions we make each year is the assignment of 
students to teachers in order to create next year’s class lists.  This process requires 
a great deal of time and consideration to ensure that classes are well balanced and 
that learning styles are matched with teaching styles.  Your student’s teacher will 
take into consideration such factors as academic achievement, work habits, citi-
zenship and personal interests when placing your child. 
   Of course we need your input so if you want to share particular information 
about your student that may be helpful to us please take a moment to share with 
us.  Feel free to fill out the bottom of this form and return to the office by May 
11th Please keep in mind that specific teacher requests will not be accepted.  In 
order to help maintain the educational balance in each class, please list only the 
information about your student’s learning needs that you wish us to consider as 
we choose the best educational placement for your child.  Thanks so much for 
working with us to help make your student’s years at Emerson the best they can 

be!  ☺                                                                                          Vicki L. Jarrell 

Student _________________________ Going into Grade ____________________________ 

 
I would describe my child as 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
My child learns best when 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Things you need to know about my child 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 

           Parent Signature  __________________________________ 



44 Vine Street 
Westerville, Ohio 

43081  
  

EMERSON WORLD CULTURES 
AND LANGUAGES MAGNET 

SCHOOL 

     Also, now is the time to start talk-
ing to the kids about a summer read-
ing program.     If they do nothing 
else in the coming months, they need 
to read everyday.  The Westerville 
Library is a wonderful resource and 
teachers will be sending home info 
about a reading program through Bar-
nes and Noble where kids can earn a 
free book.  Our brains are just like 
any other muscle in our bodies...if we 
quit exercising it– it quickly gets out 
of shape!  :)  Studies show the follow-
ing: 

Hello everyone!   

As of today we have 34 school days 
left in this year!  I, for one, cannot 
believe how quickly time has passed. 
However, when I look at the kids I 
can mark the time as they grow both 
physically and academically.  Just as 
they are growing, so is our district. 
With that comes change, and change 
can often be a difficult process. I ap-
preciate all of the hard work, the 
time, and the support we have had 
this year as we have tried to keep our 
focus where it belongs...educating our 
kids! 

As our community moves through 
the coming year I would encourage 
you to continue to provide your in-
sights into finding the best possible 
answer to the challenge before us.  

Principal’s Message…       Be Safe...Do your best! 

Phone: 614-797-7080 
Fax: 614-797-7081 

We are on the Web! 

www.wcsoh.org 

 
 

 

 

Summer Hazard!   As the weather warms please make sure that you put sun 
screen on your kiddos on the super sunny days.  We are  out for at least 40 

minutes on good days.  This is a lot of time for sun to burn delicate skin!   

Gains per hours of  

reading a day: 
2 hours of reading a day- 1 year 

of reading gain 

3 hours of reading a day - 1.5 
years of reading gain 

4 hours of reading a day - 2 years 
of reading gain 

The Reading Round Table 
Luncheon id on the horizon! 
Those students working to-
wards this reward should 
complete their 
reading goals by 
May 11th!  


