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What is the Special Needs Preschool Program? 
A program offering a pre-academic curriculum and 
related services to preschool age students residing 
within the Westerville City School District  who have 
been identified as eligible for special education ser-
vices. 
 
Who is eligible? 
Children ages 3-6 who have gone through a screening 
procedure, and have been evaluated in areas of sus-
pected disabilities and determined through a multi-
factored evaluation  to be a preschooler with a disabil-
ity. 
 
What areas may be evaluated? 
There are 5 areas of development in which a student 
may qualify for preschool special education services.  
These developmental areas include: cognitive devel-
opment, communication, motor, social-emotional and 
adaptive behavior. 
 
How do I know if my child should be referred for 
screening and possible evaluation?   
Use the milestones listed for each age to see how your 
child is developing, but remember to use them only as 
guidelines.  If you note major differences between 
your child’s development and the “milestones”  please 
plan to discuss this with your doctor. 
 
Are there opportunities to interact with typically 
developing peers? 
Yes, integration with typical peers is provided in a 
variety of ways in accordance to state mandates. 
 
Does the program accept children without disabili-
ties and is there a cost involved for this participa-
tion? 
Yes, a limited number of spaces are available for typi-
cally developing peers as role models.  Peer models 
go through a screening process.  Once a child qualifies 
as a Peer and is enrolled in the program, there is a 
one-time yearly materials fee and a (currently) $100 
monthly tuition fee. 
 

If I suspect my child may have a disability, who 
should I contact to make a referral for a preschool 
evaluation or to obtain more information? 
You can speak to the program administrator by calling 
797-5900.   Answers to many questions and basic pro-
gram information can be provided over the phone. 
 
Is there a cost involved in participating in the Special 
Needs Preschool Program? 
There is no cost to eligible special needs students en-
rolled in the program other than a minimal materials fee 
each year.  Eligible peers will pay a minimal materials 
fee and a monthly tuition fee. 
 



2 Years 
*Child uses three word phrases. 
*Identifies a few body parts. 
*Carries on conversation with self, or dolls. 
*Asks simple questions. 
*Refers to self by name. 
*Names familiar pictures. 
*Uses 2 word negative phrase (“no want”). 
*Asks for food and drink. 
*Feeds him/herself. 
*Uses one personal pronoun (my, mine, me). 
 
2 1/2 Years 
*Understands most common action words. 
*Gives first name. 
*Combines nouns and verbs. 
*Understands simple size concepts (big, little, small, large). 
*Refers to self as “me” rather than name. 
*Likes to hear the same story repeated. 
*Uses “no” or “not” in speech. 
*Responds to simple yes/no questions. 
*Uses short sentence “me do it”. 
*Holds up fingers to tell age. 
*Talks to other children and adults. 
*Plays with sounds of language. 
*Snips paper with scissors. 
 
3 Years 
*Child can name at least one picture when you look at  
 books together. 
*Answers simple questions. 
*Matches primary colors, names one color. 
*Begins to understand prepositional phrases: “put the block  
 under the chair”.’ 
*Practices by talking to self. 
*Gives first and last name when asked. 
*Tells a simple story or relates ideas. 
*Has a sentence length of 4 words. 
*Consistently uses m, n, p, h, w. 
*Draws a circle, a vertical line, and a horizontal line. 
*Sings songs. 
*Throws ball overhand (not sidearm or underhand) toward 
 your stomach or chest for a distance of a least 5 feet. 
*Helps put things away. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Although no two children develop at the same rate, they should 
be able to do certain things at certain ages.  As a parent, you are 
in the best position to note your child’s development, and you 
can use the milestones described below as guidelines. 
At the ages noted, observe your child for one month.  (This lets 
you take into account any days when your child may be acting 
differently because he or she is sick or upset.)  Use the mile-
stones listed for each age to see how your child is developing, 
but remember to use them only as guidelines.  If you note major 
differences between your child’s development and the 
“milestones” please plan to discuss this with your doctor. 
 
Developmental Milestones 
12 Months 
*When you hide behind something and then reappear, baby  
 looks for you or eagerly plans for you to reappear. 
*Makes “ma-ma” or “da-da” sounds. 
*Uses at least one word consistently. 
*Recognizes his or her name. 
*Responds to simple directions. 
*Initiates familiar games or play routines. 
*Pulls self to stand. 
*Walks, holding onto furniture. 
*Locates sounds by turning his or her head. 
*Scribbles spontaneously. 
*Attends to a toy for 2 minutes. 
 
18 Months 
*Holds regular cup or glass without help and drinks from it 
 without spilling. 
*Can walk all the way across a large room without falling or  
 wobbling from side to side. 
*Walks without support or help. 
*Uses 10-20 words to make wants known, such as “more,” or  
 “up”. 
*Points or gestures to call attention to an event, and to show  
 wants. 
*Asks for food when hungry. 
*Imitates simple actions. 
*Hums, may sing simple tunes. 
*Takes off shoes independently. 
*Knows how to interact with books, right side up. 
*Turns pages right to left. 
*Takes off clothes such as pajamas (tops or bottoms) or pants. 
*Runs without falling. 
*Repeats words that others say. 

Developmental Milestones: 
A Resource for Parents 4 Years 

*Pedals a tricycle at least 10 feet forward. 
*Plays hide and seek, cops and robbers, or other games  
 where he takes turns and follows rules. 
*Names pictures in books or magazines. 
*Able to tell what action is taking place in a picture. 
*Uses action words (verbs). 
*Plays pretend games, such as with toys, dolls, animals, or  
 even an imaginary friend. 
*Points to red, blue, yellow and green. 
*Identifies crosses, triangles, circles and squares. 
*Has a sentence length of 4-5 words. 
*Asks “who” and “why” questions. 
*Begins to use complex sentences. 
*Correctly uses m, n, ng, p, f, h, w, y, k, b, d, g. 
*Draws three parts of a person. 
 
5 Years 
*Buttons some of his or her clothing or doll’s clothes 
(snaps do not count). 
*Reacts well when you leave him with a friend or sitter. 
*Walks down stairs alternating feet. 
*Jumps forward with feet apart (broad jump). 
*Points while counting at least 3 different objects. 
*Can identify penny, nickel and dime. 
*Defines familiar words. 
*Knows address. 
*Has sentence length of 5-6 words. 
*Uses speech sounds correctly, possible exceptions of  
  v, th, j, s, z, r, l, sh and ch. 
*Knows common opposites. 
*Understands “same” and “different”. 
*Counts 10 objects. 
*Uses a variety of sentence structures. 
*Uses future, present and past tenses. 
*Asks questions for information. 
*Identifies right and left hand on self. 
*Shows interest and appreciation for print and on self. 
*Prints first name. 
*Colors within lines. 
*Participates in conversations. 
 
 
 
 

If you notice major differences between 
your child’s development and the 
“milestones”,  please plan to discuss this 
with your doctor. 


